











Another New Chestnut???
Frank Kintzel, Maineville, Ohioc

In my nut grove in southern Ohio, near Cincinnati, are growing a large
number of assorted varietles of grafted trees. Among those the visiting
nut enthusiast might see 18 bearing black walnuts, heartnuts, chestnuts,
filberts, almonds, Perslan walnuts, and persimmons -- both American and
Oriental. There are also a few pecans. Many of my grafted trees,
naturally, are regarded very highly. But the one tree closest to my
heart happens to be a Chinese chestnut tree, a seedling now bearing its
third crop.

My favorite tree is 11 years old, one of 100 seedlings I obtained from
the Gold Nursery in West Virginia. It is a hardy speclimen of the up~
right growing type. Early this spring it was heavily pruned for a sup-
ply of scions. Most of these scions were used to propagate trees in
my own orchard. Samples were sent tc Mr. Weaver of Macungle, Penna.,
also to Dr. McKay for testing at Beltsville, Maryland., A third sample
was sent to Winchester, Kentucky. Mr. Weaver reported a number of
successful grafts and I now have 16 grafts growing. I think so highly
of this un-named find that I plan to use only these sclons for all
future grafting in my orchard.

The tree 1s extremely hardy. Although 1t stands in a frost pocket, it
nas never suffered any frost damage. The fruit is uniformly large in
size, as large as Nanking, 16 green nuts weighing a pound. It is rich
and beautiful in color, even when drying. The nut drops absolutely
free from what appears to be a rather small burr, It ripens its fruit
a few days later than Nanklng and quite later than Abundance. What 1s
extremely important, the tree does not drop burrs which are elther
only partly split open, or completely closed, which is so typical of
the Nanking variety. The burrs are unifermly well filled, quite un-
like the Abundance which is noted for numerous blank burrs. The
flaver 1s dellclous, as sweet as that of Nanking. And 1ts fruit is
smooth. There are no deep clefts in the fruit and the bitter pellicle
readily peels off when fruit is bolled.

The consistent bearing quality, which 1s a must for any good variety,
has yet to be established in the case of this tree. While 1t has not
as yet set the heavy crops for which the Abundance and the Nanking are
neted, 1ts second crop was much heavier than its first one. Careful
records will be kept of future crops and reported to the NNGA. The
1light crop which the tree 1s bearing this year can be explained by the
very heavy and cold rains which fell daily over the entire pollenation
period. Also, by the fact that many of my Abundance and Nanking trees
have 1ight crops this year, or none at all. It is hoped that this
tree will set heavier and heavier crops as it grows older. But even
L1f 1t does not, nelther the Nanking nor the Abundance can produce more
frult. This is explained by the fact that both of these named vari-

etles produce such large numbers of blank burrs, which sap the strength
of the trees,

































































































































































































































